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As Champions of the D3 League, the Pio-

neers may be considered for promotion to the 
A–League, the division two of American pro-
fessional soccer. Whether they choose to pur-
sue promotion or to remain in the D3, the Pio-
neers, led by general manager Rick Andre, 
have plenty to be proud of this year. Mr. 
Speaker, once again I am proud and honored 
to recognize and congratulate the Western 
Mass. Pioneers, the 1999 National Champions 
of the D3 Professional Soccer League. 
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SMALLER SCHOOLS ARE SAFER 
SCHOOLS

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, we have done 
a very good job in this Nation bringing class 
sizes down. But we have made a bad mistake 
going to large, centralized schools and closing 
down thousands of small neighborhood and 
community schools particularly at the high 
school level. 

This point was made in a very articulate 
way in a letter entitled ‘‘Smaller Schools are 
Safer Schools’’ in the August 30th issue of the 
Christian Science Monitor. I commend this let-
ter by Michael Klonsky to my colleagues and 
other readers of the RECORD. 

SMALLER SCHOOLS ARE SAFER SCHOOLS

Regarding ‘‘Safer Places of Learning’’ 
(Aug. 20): The new ‘‘militarization’’ of 
schools may do more harm than good. Tens 
of millions of dollars are now being spent, 
without much thought or planning, on secu-
rity cameras, metal detectors, and police 
may make school violence the expected 
norm.

This trend also shifts the responsibility for 
teaching children away from teachers to 
counselors and police. When the shootings 
first took place, there was some serious dis-
cussion about the size and culture of schools. 
All the shootings occurred in large schools 
where kids outside the mainstream could 
easily fall through the cracks. Teachers and 
administrators claimed ignorance of the 
threat from neo-Nazi gangs and antisocial 
cliques.

But now the discussion has shifted almost 
entirely toward militarization and regimen-
tation of schools and side issues of student 
dress codes. 

Calling on students to eat lunch with kids 
they don’t normally eat with is a nice idea 
but it avoids many of the responsibilities 
that adults should bare, like school restruc-
turing.

Over the next decade we will spend billions 
in the construction of new gigantic high 
schools and junior highs. This is a recipe for 
more Littletons. 

If we are serious about safe schools, one of 
the first things we need to consider is the 
creation of smaller communities of teachers 
and learners where kids are known by the 
people charged with educating them. 

CALIFORNIA’S AGRICULTURAL EX-
PORT STRENGTH AND IT’S SIG-
NIFICANCE

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, in spite of all 
the jobs produced by foreign trade in Cali-
fornia and the opening of a new round of agri-
cultural trade negotiations expected during the 
World Trade Organization Ministerial meeting 
this fall, there continue to be those who claim 
the U.S. should not undertake new negotia-
tions. I believe what we need are more ways 
to sell overseas so California farmers can take 
advantage of their ability to produce quality 
products. 

Exports are vital to California’s agricultural 
industry as well as the California economy. 
California’s agriculture accounts for almost $7 
billion in exports every year. Cotton and al-
monds, which account for one quarter of Cali-
fornia’s agricultural exports, are the two larg-
est exports with 83 percent and 55 percent of 
the crops respectively being sold to foreign 
markets. We have also seen a booming in-
crease in wine exports, which have grown 
80% since 1995. Wine is now the third largest 
California agricultural export. One third of all 
California’s agriculture output goes to foreign 
markets. 

The three leading export markets for Cali-
fornia are Japan, Mexico, and Hong Kong. 
Japan still offers the largest growth potential in 
value added products. Mexico is recovering 
from the effects of the peso devaluation and 
has resumed its position as the largest market 
for California’s farm agricultural exports. Hong 
Kong plays a key role as the gateway to Asia 
for exports. Thanks to the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), tariffs be-
tween two of California’s major markets, Mex-
ico and Canada, are being phased out or have 
already been eliminated. These markets are 
not the only ones in which growth is expected. 

California has the real possibility of making 
inroads into new emerging markets with long 
term potential. Many Asian markets were 
largely closed to foreign trade until this dec-
ade. Latin American nations also have poten-
tial to become important long-term importers 
of California’s agricultural products. 

Another contributing factor to California’s 
agricultural export strength is the motivation to 
adopt useful latest technology. Approximately 
90,000 farms in California currently have Inter-
net access and the number of farms ‘‘on line’’ 
has doubled from 23% to 46% in the last two 
years. Using this tool, farmers have access to 
commodity prices, weather, news on the latest 
technology, advice from the USDA and market 
conditions. This improved access to informa-
tion will give farmers more control over pro-
duction and marketing. 

In fact, California agriculture has dem-
onstrated remarkable flexibility in marketing its 
products during the last ten years. Anyone 
who shops for produce is familiar with the 
bagged, ready-to-eat salad and vegetable 
products packed for consumers. Storage tech-
niques have improved to the point where 
many types of produce are available for 

months after harvest with the same quality we 
have come to expect from fresh-picked prod-
ucts. Having perfected these techniques at 
home, Californians are positioned to offer for-
eign buyers high quality goods as well. 

While California has grown to be the biggest 
agricultural producer and exporter in the U.S., 
we should remember that our farmers also 
have the ability to offset unfair trade restric-
tions or obtain time to adjust to new market 
conditions. For example, American lamb pro-
ducers recently obtained a 3-year recovery 
program to battle the recent drastic increase in 
lamb imports. This tariff-rate quota system will 
impose high tariffs on any lamb imports ex-
ceeding a specified amount. This will give our 
domestic lamb market the ability to recover 
competitiveness. 

Agricultural exports from California continue 
to grow and support our economy by creating 
jobs, revenue, and increasing our own eco-
nomic stability. By continuing trade with our 
current customers, as well as researching new 
and emerging markets, California’s agricultural 
production and value will continue to grow. We 
know we can prosper through trade. What we 
need to do most is pursue new places and 
means of trading with other countries. 
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HONORING SAN DIEGO COUNTY’S 
1999 TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 21, 1999 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, as a 
strong advocate of excellence in education, I 
am honored today to give recognition to four 
men and women who have been named San 
Diego County Teachers of the Year. 

These are: Alma Hills, O’Farrell Community 
School; Karen O’Connor, Sunset Hills Elemen-
tary School; Jan Patrick Mongoven, San 
Marcos High School; and Gualter do Rego 
Moura, Mission Bay High School. 

Excellent education begins at home with 
strong families. It continues in the classroom, 
with teachers who do their jobs well, whose 
lives are dedicated to the children and the 
young people that they enrich and inspire. As 
a former teacher and coach, I understand that 
teaching is a difficult job whose rewards are 
not always immediately evident. But nothing 
that is truly rewarding in life comes easily. And 
the dedication and commitment shown by San 
Diego County’s finest teachers exemplifies the 
best of our schools, the best of our commu-
nities, and the best of America. 

Because education is the passport to the 
American dream, I want for all of our Nation’s 
young people to have the finest teachers. And 
while San Diego County has recognized these 
four for Teacher of the Year honors, eligible 
for further recognition at the State and national 
levels, the truth is that there are hundreds and 
thousands more outstanding teachers where 
these came from—in public and private 
schools, in public charter schools, and in 
home schools across our country. As we work 
to do better, we can learn from the best. 

Let the permanent RECORD of the Congress 
of the United States note the contributions that 
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